<a href="http://www.wendyswizardofoz.com/printablescript.htm" target="_blank">Yes. Dorothy</a>. There are people using the <a href="http://msdn.microsoft.com/en-us/library/bb399572.aspx">ADO .NET Entity Framework</a> with <a href="http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Microsoft_SQL_Server#Genesis" target="_blank">SQL Server 2000</a>  in parallel of moving towards a more modern <a href="http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Microsoft_SQL_Server" target="_blank">Microsoft SQL Server</a> version.

Entity Framework is lovely for developing data-centric applications.

By default, Visual Studio 2010 will target SQL Server 2008 as a database. That is fine, but it is kind of invisible it does: there is no property or dialog where you can change this.

<a href="http://stackoverflow.com/a/1756391/29290" target="_blank">What you have to change in order to have the Entity Framework send SQL Server 2000 compatible queries</a> is to:

<ol>


<li>Right click your <a href="http://msdn.microsoft.com/en-us/library/cc982042.aspx" target="_blank">.edmx file</a></li>


<li>Choose "Open with"</li>


<li>Choose the "XML (text) editor"</li>


<li>Find the  <a href="http://msdn.microsoft.com/en-us/library/bb896309.aspx" target="_blank">ProviderManifestToken</a> attribute</li>


<li>Change the value (usually from "2008") into "2000"</li>


<li>Save the .edmx file</li>


<li>Build and run your application</li>

</ol>

The ProviderManifestToken is usually at this place:

<blockquote><code>/edmx:Edmx/edmx:Runtime/edmx:StorageModels/Schema/@ProviderManifestToken</code></blockquote>

Note this is not a full XPath query to it (as <a href="http://weblogs.asp.net/wallen/archive/2003/04/02/xpath-amp-namespaces.aspx" target="_blank">you'd have to add the namespaces</a> see also <a href="http://lenzconsulting.com/namespaces-in-xslt/" target="_blank">namespaces in XPath</a>), that would be the one below this post's signature.

ProviderManifestToken Schema AttributeProviderManifestToken is a required attribute of the Schema element in SSDL. This token is used to load the provider manifest for offline scenarios. For more information about ProviderManifestToken attribute, see Schema Element SSDL.SqlClient can be used as a data provider for different versions of SQL Server. These versions have different capabilities. For example, SQL Server 2000 does not support varcharmax and nvarcharmax types that were introduced with SQL Server 2005.SqlClient produces and accepts the following provider manifest tokens for different versions of SQL Server.SQL Server 2000SQL Server 2005SQL Server 2008200020052008Note:Starting with Visual Studio 2010, the Entity Data Model Tools do not support SQL Server 2000.

--jeroen

via <a href="http://msdn.microsoft.com/en-us/library/bb896309.aspx" target="_blank">SqlClient for the Entity Framework</a>.

Full XPath query would either <a href="http://msdn.microsoft.com/en-us/library/ms950779.aspx" target="_blank">have you to add namespaces using an XmlNameSpaceManager instance</a>, or use the full namespace urls like here:

<blockquote><code>//*[namespace-uri()='http://schemas.microsoft.com/ado/2009/02/edm/ssdl']/@ProviderManifestToken</code></blockquote>

or more precisely

<blockquote><code>this</code></blockquote>

for this .edmx file (hoping that WordPress doesn't mess with the xml as it usually does).

[sourececode language='xml']

<?xml version="1.0" encoding="utf-8"?>

<edmx:Edmx Version="2.0" xmlns:edmx="http://schemas.microsoft.com/ado/2008/10/edmx">

  <!-- EF Runtime content -->

  <edmx:Runtime>

    <!-- SSDL content -->

    <edmx:StorageModels>

      <Schema Namespace="App597Model.Store" Alias="Self" Provider="System.Data.SqlClient" ProviderManifestToken="2008" xmlns:store="http://schemas.microsoft.com/ado/2007/12/edm/EntityStoreSchemaGenerator" xmlns="http://schemas.microsoft.com/ado/2009/02/edm/ssdl">

      </Schema>

    </edmx:StorageModels>

  </edmx:Runtime>

</edmx:Edmx>

[/sourcecode]

